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AS WE GATHER

The Church has what the world doesn’t want: God’s Law, which
always accuses us sinners, and His Gospel, which allows for no
boasting on our part. To this day, Jewish leaders teach that God
will not demand what we cannot achieve. What a stumbling block,
preaching a Messiah who becomes a sacrifice for our failings, both
in our actions and our very nature. The polytheistic society of
Paul’s day and the secular one of ours both find the Law an
encumbrance, preferring to judge by their own standards (or lack
of them). What folly, our society believes, to preach a God who
chooses people whom everyone knows to be weak. Today is a day
for foolish preaching: Christ crucified, the power and wisdom of
God.

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME GUESTS
We’re glad you are here! Make it a point to introduce yourself to
the pastor. (Please keep your distance though) Please take time to
fill out an attendance card and drop it in the basket during the
offering.

PREPARATION
HYMN The Law of God is Good and Wise LSB 579

The Law of God is good and wise

And sets His will before our eyes,

Shows us the way of righteousness,

And dooms to death when we transgress.



Its light of holiness imparts

The knowledge of our sinful hearts
That we may see our lost estate
And turn from sin before too late.

To those who help in Christ have found
And would in works of love abound

It shows what deeds are His delight
And should be done as good and right.

But those who scornfully disdain
God's Law shall then in sin remain;
Its terror in their ear resounds

And keeps their wickedness in bounds.

The Law is good; but since the fall
Its holiness condemns us all;

It dooms us for our sin to die

And has no pow'r to justify.

To Jesus we for refuge flee,

Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,
Saved by His grace through faith alone.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 19:12-14

O God, we confess that we have sinned against You and one
another in our thinking, speaking, and acting. Worse, in our
fallen nature, we are sinful and unclean, and in the eyes of
many we are weak, lowly people. But because You have
graciously chosen us and worked faith in our hearts, we
humbly ask for mercy for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Forgive, renew, and lead us in paths of righteousness.
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KYRIE LSB 186
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ is given to die for us,
and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who
believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children
of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who
has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion on the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

WORD

INTROIT Psalm 69:14-16; antiphon: v. 9
For zeal for your house has con * sumed me,
and the reproaches of those who reproach you
have fall * en on me.
Deliver me from sinking * in the mire;
let me be delivered from my enemies
and from the deep * waters.
Let not the flood sweep over me, or the deep swal * low me up,
or the pit close its mouth * over me.
Answer me, O Lord, for your steadfast * love is good;
according to your abundant mercy, * turn to me.
Glory be to the Father and * to the Son
and to the Holy * Spirit;
as it was in the be * ginning,
is now, and will be forever. * Amen.
For zeal for your house has con * sumed me,
and the reproaches of those who reproach you
have fall * en on me.

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy,

be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and
bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to
embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

MEMORIZED WORD

STrust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. °In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will
make straight your paths. Proverbs 3:5-6

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Exodus 20:1-17

'And God spoke all these words, saying, 2« am the Lord your
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery. **You shall have no other gods before me. %Y ou shall not
make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve
them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth
generation of those who hate me, ®but showing steadfast love to
thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.
Y ou shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for
the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.
8«Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. *Six days you shall
labor, and do all your work, '“but the seventh day is a Sabbath to
the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your
son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant,
or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. "For
in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is
in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the
Sabbath day and made it holy. '**Honor your father and your
mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your
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God is giving you. **You shall not murder. '*“You shall not
commit adultery. '*“You shall not steal. '*You shall not bear false
witness against your neighbor. '7“You shall not covet your
neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his
male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or
anything that is your neighbor’s.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Hebrews 12:2
O come, let us fix our eyes on * Jesus,
the founder and perfecter * of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross,
despise * ing the shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the * throne of God.

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

'8The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God. '°For it is written, “I
will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the
discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is
the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world? 'For since, in the wisdom of
God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God
through the folly of what we preach to save those who

believe. *For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 2but
we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles, **but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. **For the
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is
stronger than men. **For consider your calling, brothers: not many
of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were
powerful, not many were of noble birth. ?’But God chose what is
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in
the world to shame the strong; 2*God chose what is low and
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing
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things that are, ’so that no human being might boast in the
presence of God. *°He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus,
whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and
sanctification and redemption. *' Therefore, as it is written, “Let the
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE John 2:19
Destroy this temple,
and in three days I will raise it up.

HOLY GOSPEL  John 2:13-25
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

3The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. '“In the temple he found those who were selling oxen
and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting

there. '>And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the
temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of
the money-changers and overturned their tables. '°And he told
those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make
my Father’s house a house of trade.” '"His disciples remembered
that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” '¥So
the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these
things?” '“Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three
days I will raise it up.” **The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six
years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three

days?” ?'But he was speaking about the temple of his

body. **When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples
remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture
and the word that Jesus had spoken. *Now when he was in
Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when
they saw the signs that he was doing. >*But Jesus on his part did
not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people *’and
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needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew
what was in man.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY “May God Bestow on Us His Grace” LSB 824

May God bestow on us His grace,
With blessings rich provide us;

And may the brightness of His face
To life eternal guide us,

That we His saving health may know,
His gracious will and pleasure,

And also to the nations show

Christ's riches without measure

And unto God convert them.

Thine over all shall be the praise

And thanks of ev'ry nation;

And all the world with joy shall raise
The voice of exultation.

For Thou shalt judge the earth, O Lord,
Nor suffer sin to flourish;

Thy people's pasture is Thy Word
Their souls to feed and nourish,

In rightous paths to keep them.

Stand

O let the people praise Thy worth,

In all good works increasing;

The land shall plenteous fruit bring forth,
Thy Word is rich in blessing.

May God the Father, God the Son,

And God the Spirit bless us!



Let all the world praise Him alone,
Let solemn awe possess us.
Now let our hearts say, ""Amen!"

SERMON

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and

earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

OFFERING

OFFERTORY LSB 192

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Thy presence,
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation,
and uphold me with Thy free spirit.
Amen



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Let us pray:

Lord over all, we give thanks that the heavens declare Your glory.
And we pray Your blessings on all who seek ways to use the
resources of Your good creation to feed the hungry, heal the sick,
and shelter the homeless. Guide them toward bountiful harvests
and life-saving technologies. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, who brought Your people Israel out of slavery in Egypt,
hear the prayer of those who long for freedom from oppressive
regimes, false imprisonment, poverty, and social discrimination.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Wise and loving heavenly Father, who chose those whom the
world considered foolish, weak, lowly, and despised to be joined in
the Body of Christ, give us Your strength and wisdom. Open doors
of opportunity for the Church to preach Christ crucified and risen
no matter the form of opposition they encounter, so that many will
come to faith. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We ask Your gracious answers to the prayers of those near and
dear to us, [including . . .]. Visit, relieve, console, and uplift them
according to Your plans, using us where possible as part of the
answer to their petitions. These and any other things You would
have us ask of You, heavenly Father, grant to us for the sake of the
bitter sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and " give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN No Temple Now, No Gift of Price LSB 530

No temple now, no gift of price,
No priestly round of sacrifice,
Retain their ancient pow'rs.

As shadows fade before the sun
The day of sacrifice is done,
The day of grace is ours.

The dying Lord our ransom paid,
One final full self-off'ring made,
Complete in ev'ry part.

His finished sacrifice for sins

The covenant of grace begins,
The law within the heart.

In faith and confidence draw near,
Within the holiest appear,

With all who praise and pray;
Who share one family, one feast,
One great imperishable Priest,
One new and living way.

For Christ is ours! With purpose true
The pilgrim path of faith pursue,
The road that Jesus trod;

Until by His prevailing grace

We stand at last before His face,

Our Saviour and our God.
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Announcements

Saved to Share Called to Care

Our Response to God’s Love Last Week

Attendance Sunday: 38
Communion: 36
Lent Midweek Attendance: 32

ATTENTION: PLEASE TAKE A HYMNAL from the rack nearest to
you and leave it on the pew where you are sitting prior to leaving the
sanctuary today. This will enable us to be more efficient when we sanitize
the pews this week. Thank you.

NT CLASS is at 6:30pm on Thursday nights. This week will be about
Acts. All are invited to learn the overview of each Gospel and letter of the
New Testament with its major themes.

SHINE: The Missouri District's first ever state wide servant event.
April 16-25 We will be participating.

How does it work?

1. Find an opportunity around the community

2. Pick a time to serve between April 16-25 any length, any day

LENT MIDWEEK 3 Join us for the Places of the Passion special service
for Week 2 of Lent (this Wednesday) @ 6pm, as we follow in the footsteps
of our Savior, contemplating the places where Jesus stood on his path to
salvation. In this service, we head toward Gethsemane, where Jesus is
betrayed and arrested in this garden under cover of darkness. We witness
Jesus being taken away by soldiers, but we know that His journey toward
the cross will take away our sins.

EXCECUTIVE COUNCIL There will be an EC meeting next week, on March
14" @11:30am after Bible Study.

FRIDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY We have finally finished the book of
Acts. Now on Friday Morings @ 8am, we will begin to study the Passion
Narrative, which will focus on the suffering and death of Jesus. Beginning with
His arrest and concluding with His burial.




Prayers

Special Prayer Petitions - Carmen Hobson for her appointment with Dr and
for her grandchild; Bobbie as she struggles with Parkinson’s; Irene as she
recovers from a stroke; Ray as he goes through treatment; Joan as she
struggles with eye problems; For those infected by the corona virus for
quick healing and recovery. Field-workers and Vicars for their class work;
St. Johns for blessings on our virtual learning center; Nepali & African
Congregation blessings; Food Pantry for blessings on what they do.

Shut Ins — Jeanette Creamer, Carmen Hobson, Bobbie Kepford,
Dennis Solomon, Jerry Schmaltz, Carol Carr

Opportunities to Love and Serve Christ this Week
March 7-March 14
Sunday 9:00am Worship
10:30am Bible Study/Nepali Worship
12:30pm African Worship
Monday 8am-2pm Office Open
3:00pm-5:30pm Virtual Learning Center
Tuesday (No Secretary)
3:00pm-5:30pm Virtual Learning Center
6:00pm Adobe Connect
Wednesday 8am-2pm Office Open
7:30am-5:30pm Virtual Learning Center
3:30pm Passion Places: Passport Devotion
6:00pm Lenten Service
Thursday 7:30am-5:30pm Virtual Learning Center
11:30am-5pm Office Open
6:30 pm NT Class
6:30 pm ESL
Friday (No Secretary)
8am Bible Study
7:30am-5:30pm Virtual Learning Center
Saturday 8:30am Food Pantry
1:00pm Vicar Class
Next Sunday 9:00am Worship
10:30am Bible Study/Nepali Worship
11:30am Executive Council Meeting
12:30pm African Worship




