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AS WE GATHER
Today we hear of Jesus healing Bartimaeus, a blind man. Jesus had
healed another blind man in the town of Bethsaida (Mark 8:22–26).
There the first healing touch of Jesus did not seem to work completely.
Strangely, the man’s sight was only partially restored. What was
missing? It took a second touch to restore his sight fully. With
Bartimaeus, there is no second touch of Jesus, not even a touch at all,
only His word, “Go your way; your faith has made you well” (Mark
10:52). The metaphor of physical blindness speaks of the spiritual
blindness that we with the first disciples need to confront, namely, sin,
our separation and alienation from God. Jesus spoke three times between
these two healings of His ultimate act and victory over death. True faith
sees our ultimate healing only through the suffering, death, and
resurrection of Jesus. Faith follows after Jesus through the cross.

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME GUESTS
We’re glad you are here!  Make it a point to introduce yourself to

the pastor.  Please take time to fill out an attendance card and drop it in
the basket during the offering. . Our service today includes the

celebration of God’s presence, as He comes in the true body and blood of
Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Any who are not yet
instructed or who hold a confession differing from that of this

congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, are asked
to refrain from receiving the sacrament until they have spoken with the

pastor. Please consider liking us on Facebook (St. Johns Lutheran Church
– St. Louis City) and checking out our website

(https://stjohnslutheranstlouis.org/).

 PREPARATION 
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HYMN Lift Every Voice and Sing LSB 964

Lift ev'ry voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of liberty.
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the list'ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun
Of our new day begun,
Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chast'ning rod
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our parents sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered;
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the
slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,
Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who hast by Thy might
Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee;
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,
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May we forever stand,
True to our God, true to our native land.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Mark 10:48, 52
Our help is in the name of the LORD.
Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!
Let us confess our greatest need to God, our merciful Father.
Merciful God, we confess that we are in the darkness of the fallen
world by our own sin, our failure to keep Your holy Commandments
in our thoughts, words, and deeds, as well as the good we have failed
to do. Deliver us from the darkness of death by the light of Your
Son’s saving death on the cross and the power of His resurrection.
Speak now Your divine Word of forgiveness, life, and salvation.
Amen.
In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, “Go your
way; your faith has made you well.” I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

WORD

KYRIE        LSB 168 (Sung)
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 171
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God.  
Power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and 
blessing, and glory are His. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia

Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God
For the Lamb who was slain 
has begun His reign.  Alleluia Alleluia

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and hear us. Call us to Yourself
today, and grant us healing, hope, life, and salvation. Grant us also the
strength of faith to take up our cross and follow You, who lives and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

MEMORIZED WORD   
Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
Romans 10:9

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 31:7–9
7 Thus says the Lord: “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise
shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say,
‘O Lord, save your people, the remnant of Israel.’ 8Behold, I will bring
them from the north country and gather them from the farthest parts of
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the earth, among them the blind and the lame, the pregnant woman and
she who is in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here.
9With weeping they shall come, and with pleas for mercy I will lead them
back, I will make them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in
which they shall not stumble, for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is
my firstborn.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Psalm 91:11; 103:1

He will command His angels con * cerning you
to guard you in * all your ways.

Bless the Lord, * O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless His * holy name!

EPISTLE Hebrews 7:23–28
23The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented
by death from continuing in office, 24but he holds his priesthood
permanently, because he continues forever. 25Consequently, he is able to
save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he
always lives to make intercession for them. 26For it was indeed fitting
that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained,
separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27He has no need,
like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and
then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered
up himself. 28For the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests,
but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son
who has been made perfect forever.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE Hebrews 12:2a

Alleluia. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of
our faith. Alleluia.
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HOLY GOSPEL Mark 10:46–52
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

46They came to Jericho. And as [Jesus] was leaving Jericho with his
disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of
Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 47And when he heard that it was
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me!” 48And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent.
But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49And
Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man,
saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.” 50And throwing off
his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51And Jesus said to him,
“What do you want me to do for you?” And the blind man said to him,
“Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” 52And Jesus said to him, “Go your
way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered his
sight and followed him on the way.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY “From God Can Nothing Move Me” LSB 713

From God can nothing move me;
He will not step aside
But gently will reprove me
And be my constant guide.
He stretches out His hand
In evening and in morning,
My life with grace adorning
Wherever I may stand.

When those whom I regarded
As trustworthy and sure
Have long from me departed,
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God’s grace shall still endure.
He rescues me from sin
And breaks the chains that bind me.
I leave death’s fear behind me;
His peace I have within.

The Lord my life arranges;
Who can His work destroy?
In His good time He changes
All sorrow into joy.
So let me than be still:
My body, soul, and spirit
His tender care inherit
According to His will.

Each day at His good pleasure
God’s gracious will is done.
He sent His greatest treasure
In Jesus Christ, His Son.
He ev’ry gift imparts.
The bread of earth and heaven
Are by His kindness given.
Praise Him with thankful hearts!

Praise God with acclamation
And in His gifts rejoice.
Each day finds its vocation
Responding to His voice.
Soon years on earth are past;
But time we spend expressing
The love of God brings blessing
That will forever last!

Yet even though I suffer
The world’s unpleasantness,
And though the days grow rougher
And bring me great distress,
That day of bliss divine,
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Which knows no end or measure,
And Christ, who is my pleasure,
Forever shall be mine.

Stand
For thus the Father willed it,
Who fashioned us from clay;
And His own Son fulfilled it
And brought eternal day.
The Spirit now has come,
To us true faith has given;
He leads us home to heaven.
O praise the Three in One!

SERMON

NICENE CREED    
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And
the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I
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acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen

OFFERING

OFFERTORY LSB 176
What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of
the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Gracious and merciful God, we give You thanks that You have restored
our spiritual sight in the salvation You have given to the whole world
through the blessed and glorious death and resurrection of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
Help us to fix our eyes continually upon Him as He comes to us here in
the preaching of Your Holy Word and the faithful administration of Your
Holy Sacraments. Enable us to follow Him in the way that leads to the
eternal vision of everlasting life. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Guide and defend Your whole Church. Bless [Matt Harrison], our
synodical president, and [Lee Hagan], our district president. Grant
wisdom and grace to all pastors. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Today we thank You especially for Lutheran Braille Workers, who serve
those with vision impairments with religious and spiritual materials.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we lead a peaceable life
with integrity. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
By Your Word and Holy Spirit, comfort all who are in sorrow, need,
sickness, or adversity, [especially . . .]. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

SACRAMENT

PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who opens both blind eyes and hearts to
see and believe in the wondrous salvation He came to bring by means of
His cross and resurrection.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and singing:

SANCTUS LSB 178
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh
to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body
and His blood on the cross.
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Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD        
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My✠ body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My✠ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
 
AGNUS DEI LSB 180
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace,
grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
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Just as I Am, without One Plea LSB 570
Lamb of God LSB 550

NUNC DIMITTIS…SONG OF SIMEON LSB 182
Lord, now You let your servant go in peace;
Your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation which
You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people:
A light to reveal You to the nations and
the glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the
Son and to the holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Let us pray.
O God our Father, having received the forgiveness, light, and salvation
won by Your Son’s sacrifice on the cross in this most Holy Sacrament,
we pray You to strengthen us that we faithfully follow the Son in the true
vision of faith in Your never-failing love; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.
BENEDICTION  
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and✠ give you peace.    
Amen.

HYMN Since Our Great High Priest, Christ Jesus LSB 529

Since our great high Priest, Christ Jesus,
Bears the name above all names,
Reigning Son of God, surpassing
Other titles, pow’rs and claims
Since to heav’n our Lord has passed,
Let us hold our witness fast!
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Since we have a priest who suffered,
Knowing weakness, tears, and pain,
Who like us was tried and tempted,
Unlike us, without a stain
Since He shared our lowly place,
Let us boldly seek His grace.

Sacrifice and suff’ring over,
Now He sits at God’s right hand,
Crowned with praise, no more an outcast,
His preeminence long planned;
Such a great High Priest we have,
Strong to help, supreme to save.

Love’s example, hope’s attraction,
Faith’s beginning and its end,
Pioneer of our salvation,
Mighty advocate and friend;
Jesus, high in glory raised,
Our ascended Lord be praised!
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