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AS WE GATHER
“And He shall be their peace.” That is how the prophet Micah
described the coming Messiah. God’s people will not find their
peace in a big bank account. Nor will our peace be found in being
part of the right social circle. Nor will our peace be found in a
political leader or even in a political ideology. Nor will our peace
be found in our living good and upright lives. Our peace is found
in the Messiah, in Jesus, in the Good Shepherd whose strength is
the Lord. Mary’s circumstances were difficult; the angel’s
announcement of her pregnancy had to be quite a surprise.
Pondering all these things in her heart, she found peace in God,
who blessed her. So she sang God’s praises, a song that we sing
still today, the Magnificat, a powerful reminder that “He shall be
their peace.”

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME GUESTS
We’re glad you are here!  Make it a point to introduce yourself to
the pastor.  Please take time to fill out an attendance card and drop

it in the basket during the offering. Please consider liking us on
Facebook (St. Johns Lutheran Church – St. Louis City) and

checking out our website (https://stjohnslutheranstlouis.org/).

PREPARATION

HYMN Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring LSB 353

Choir:
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Jesus came, the heav'ns adoring,
Came with peace from realms on high;
Jesus came to win redemption,
Lowly came on earth to die;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Came in deep humility.

Jesus comes again in mercy
When our hearts are worn with care;
Jesus comes again in answer
To an earnest, heart-felt prayer;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Comes to save us from despair.

Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing,
Bringing news of sins forgiv'n;
Jesus comes with words of gladness,
Leading souls redeemed to heav'n.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Hope to all the world is giv'n.

Jesus comes in joy and sorrow,
Shares alike our hopes and fears;
Jesus comes, whate'er befalls us,
Cheers our hearts and dries our tears;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Comforts us in failing years.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Luke 1:49–51, 54, adapt.
The mighty Lord has done great things and holy is His name.
We adore You, O Lord!
The Lord’s mercy is for those who fear Him
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from generation to generation.
We adore You, O Lord!
The Lord has shown the strength of His arm.
We adore You, O Lord!
The Lord has helped His servant Israel,
in remembrance of His mercy.
We adore You, O Lord!

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
The four Sundays preceding Christmas, which is when Christians
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, are recognized for four virtues.
The candles on the Advent wreath symbolize
hope, love, joy and peace.
All four Advent candles are lit.

Let us pray.
O Lord, let the lighting of these candles signify that You are the
light that shines in all the darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch,
hope, and pray, guide us all to reflect Your light and let it shine;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 25:6–7
We confess to You, O Lord,
that we are captive to sin in thought, word, and deed. We have
not always been instruments of Your peace. Our homes have at
times been places of strife and turmoil by our own fault. Even
in the church sometimes we have chosen to fight rather than to
make peace.
Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for they
have been from of old.
Remember not my sins nor my transgressions; according to
Your steadfast love and goodness, O LORD!
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and
has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us
all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to
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become the children of God and has promised them His Holy
Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this,
Lord, unto us all.
Amen.

WORD

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS…Glory to God in the Highest         LSB 187
Glory be to God on high:
and on earth, peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Into this world of turmoil, You, O Lord, bring peace.
Let the peace that calmed the troubled heart of Mary so rule in
our hearts and minds
that by Your power we may all become peacemakers
in our homes, in our community, and in our church;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Amen.

MEMORIZED WORD 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and
redeemed his people and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in
the house of his servant David, Luke 1:68-69

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 5:2–5a
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among
the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to
be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in
labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the
people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his
God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the
ends of the earth. 5And he shall be their peace.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of * Zion.
Shout aloud, O daughter of Je * rusalem.
Behold, your king is com * ing to you;
righteous and having sal * vation.
Blessèd is He who comes in the name * of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we * bless you.

EPISTLE Hebrews 10:5–10
5When Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and
offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for
me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no
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pleasure. 7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O
God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 8When he
said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings”
(these are offered according to the law), 
9then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He
abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And by that
will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of
Jesus Christ once for all.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE Matthew 1:23a

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call His name Immanuel.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:39–56
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill
country, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered the house of
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the
greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord
should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting
came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of
what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 46And Mary said, “My
soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
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48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold,
from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49for he who is
mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50And
his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in
the thoughts of their hearts;
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted
those of humble estate; 53he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent empty away. 54He has helped his servant
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55as he spoke to our fathers, to
Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 56And Mary remained with
her about three months and returned to her home.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel
Shall come to thee,
O Israel!

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
Who ord'rest all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go. [Refrain]
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O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai's height
In ancient times didst give the Law
In cloud and majesty and awe. [Refrain]

O come, Thou Branch of Jesse's tree,
Free them from Satan's tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow'r to save,
And give them vict'ry o'er the grave. [Refrain]

O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. [Refrain]

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death's dark shadows put to flight. [Refrain]

O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. [Refrain]

SERMON Because of Bethlehem

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the
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dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen

OFFERING

OFFERTORY LSB 192
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, 
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, 
and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
As we prepare our hearts and minds for Christ’s coming, we turn to
the Lord in prayer.

A brief time of silence may be observed.

O Wisdom from on high, grant us peace. We pray,
hear us, coming Lord.
O Desire of nations, bless the leaders of nations. Move all leaders
to cease envy and boastfulness, injustice and corruption. Guide our
leaders to be honorable people who do not neglect the poor and
who strive toward the flourishing of all human beings. We pray,
hear us, coming Lord.
O Dayspring from on high, come to the aid of all who are in need.
As You humbly entered this world as a vulnerable baby, help all of
us humbly to enter the lives of those who are sick, facing surgery,
or dying, to offer comfort and hope, [especially . . .]. Bring healing
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according to Your will and peace to those whose suffering endures.
We pray,
hear us, coming Lord.
O Key of David, let Your peace flow freely in and among the
families of this congregation. Watch over all who travel and
comfort families who are separated by many miles. Guide families
to be places where Your love is demonstrated to strangers as well
as to friends. We pray,
hear us, coming Lord.
O Lord of might, let the peace that surpasses human understanding,
the peace that comes from being in Christ, so fill our hearts that we
become signs of Your peace in this chaotic world. We pray,
hear us, coming Lord.
O Immanuel, Comfort those who mourn and use us to express the
hope that comes from trusting in You. Bring us to be with them on
that great day to come, and until that day give us grace to endure
life’s difficulties, while also abiding in Your love. We pray,
hear us, coming Lord.
You, O Lord, know the thoughts of our hearts and hear those
prayers that come to You in sighs too deep for words. All our
prayers we entrust to You in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
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Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless us and keep us. 
The Lord make His face shine on us and be gracious to us.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon us and✠ give us peace.
Amen.

HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem LSB 361

O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary,
And gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the king
And peace to all the earth!

How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is giv'n!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heav'n.
No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin,
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Where meek souls will receive Him, still
The dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel!
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Announcements
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The Poinsettia’s gracing the Chancel were placed to the
Glory of God and in the memory of loved ones by:

Joan Potvin                                                   Loved Ones

Diane Schwab                                              Henry & Hazel Schwab

Jacob & Noah Flyinn

Marsha Jackson                                            Joseph Jackson

Gerry Engert

Loved Ones

Ruth Trauth                                                   Loved Ones

Doris Seevers                                                Ken Seevers

David Seevers

Valerie Seevers

Loved Ones

Anonymous                                                   Loved Ones

Al & Liz Bohannon                                      Tamarris Bohannon

Jr and Huey Bohannon

Marvin and Tommie Barber
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