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Christmas Eve December 24th, 2021
Lessons & Carols

AS WE GATHER

We look back at those who waited upon the Lord in Scripture for his promises to come to pass
through the Christ Child and we contemplate how we as families should wait upon the Lord
together as God continues to make himself known to us in his time.

We take a look at the story of Abraham and Sarah who waited in faith for the birth of their son,
Isaac. We look at the story of David, who waited to be king and promised a kingdom that would
last forever. We recall the rejoicing of Elizabeth and Mary as they waited for their children to be
born. We remember that Zechariah waited nine months not able to speak until John was born.
With gratitude, Zechariah spoke praise to God.

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Contact us Phone: 314-773-0126 Email: stjohnslcstil@gmail.com




WELCOME GUESTS
We’re glad you are here! Make it a point to introduce yourself to
the pastor. Please take time to fill out an attendance card and drop it in the basket during the
offering

PREPARATION

HYMN O Come All Ye Faithful LSB 379 (Sung together)

O come, all ye faithful,

Joyful and triumphant!

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him

Born the king of angels;

Refrain:

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

Highest, most holy,

Light of Light eternal,

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain]

Sing, choirs of angels,

Sing in exultation,

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God

In the highest: [Refrain]

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,

Born this happy morning;

Jesus, to Thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain]
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INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the "k Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 John 4:9, 12b

Brothers and sisters, although “God abides in us and His love is perfected in us,” we sin every
day and need the assurance of His forgiveness. Let us go to God, seeking His power to amend
our sinful lives.

Lord Jesus, the love of God made manifest among us,

we have not loved You with our whole heart, nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves.
Without Your help we cannot change. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the "k Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

HYMN TS ¢ R (Let’s Go Up To Zion — St. Johns will sing the refrain with
the Nepalese)
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE [Light One candle on the Advent wreath ]
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,

the light no darkness can overcome.

We wait as the light scatters the darkness

and illuminates the Lord’s House.

WAITING WITH FAITH

Reading: Genesis 17:1-9 3afa 17:1-9 (God’s covenant with Abraham)

When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my covenant between me and
you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to

him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of

nations. ® No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for |
have made you the father of a multitude of nations. © I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and |
will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. ” And | will establish my covenant
between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8 And | will give to you and to your
offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting
possession, and I will be their God.” ® And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my
covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their generations.
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HYMN: Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord LSB 352 st. 1,3,4

Let the earth now praise the Lord,
Who has truly kept His word

And at last to us did send

Christ, the sinner's help and friend.

Abram's promised great reward,
Zion's helper, Jacob's Lord--
Him of twofold race behold--
Truly came, as long foretold.

As Your coming was in peace,
Quiet, full of gentleness,

Let the same mind dwell in me
Which is Yours eternally.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE [Light second candle on the Advent wreath ]
God, made this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light.

We wait for the fullness of His joy in heaven;

Your eternal Word became incarnate of the Virgin Mary.

We wait putting aside all earthly cares so that we may celebrate His coming among us.

WAITING WITH HOPE

Reading: 2 Samuel 7:11b-13, 16 2 smua 7:11b-13, 16 (God promises a king and kingdom to David)

11 Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 2 When your days
are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who
shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my
name, and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. ¢ And your house and your
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.””
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HYMN: It Came upon a Midnight Clear LSB 366 st. 1,3

It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold:
""Peace on the earth, goodwill to all,
From heav'n’'s all-gracious king."'
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.

All you, beneath your heavy load,

By care and guilt bent low,

Who toil along a dreary way

With painful steps and slow:

Look up, for golden is the hour,

Come swiftly on the wing,

The Prince was born to bring you peace;
Of Him the angels sing.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE [Light third candle on the Advent wreath ]
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,

the light no darkness can overcome.

We wait with Joy as the Lord comes to us

and wait for the fulfillment of His coming again.

WAITING WITH REJOICING

Reading: Luke 1:39-45 == 1:39-45 (Mary visits Elizabeth)

39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, “° and
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 4t And when Elizabeth heard the
greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy

Spirit, > and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to
me? * For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb
leaped for joy. 4> And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was
spoken to her from the Lord.”
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HYMN: What Child Is This LSB 370

What child is this, who, laid to rest,

On Mary's lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,

The babe, the son of Mary!

Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,
The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,

The babe, the son of Mary!

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant king, to own Him.

The King of Kings salvation brings;

Let loving hearts enthrone Him.

Raise, raise the song on high,

The virgin sings her lullaby;

Joy, joy, for Christ is born,

The babe, the son of Mary!

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE [Light fourth candle on the Advent wreath ]
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,

the light no darkness can overcome.

We wait as the light scatters the darkness

and illuminates Your Church.

WAITING WITH GRATITUDE
Reading: Luke 1:67-79 == 1:67-79 (Zechariah’s song of praise for John the Baptist)

67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, % “Blessed be
the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people ¢ and has raised up a horn of
salvation for us in the house of his servant David, 7°as he spoke by the mouth of his holy
prophets from of old, "* that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who
hate us; "2to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, "3 the
oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us " that we, being delivered from the hand
of our enemies, might serve him without fear, ”® in holiness and righteousness before him all our
days. "6 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the
Lord to prepare his ways, "’ to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of
their sins, "® because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on
high °to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet
into the way of peace.”



87 rerafes Je-TenT SITq ehTTaT Gfert STTcT STTSg i A foreT areat st o eer: 08 gamueteR T T

SIRTET T SO Iefet SATHT HIHewaTs Feridr 1] wll, 31 fdiesas et fagvam 69 gy 9= TeHT SYETE I
arderé wftrerelt gRparar g weeht 31 70 sefer v weeht Rt % Sefet ot we o g R STfe sete ufem srHe e
JaTe At T P W] T Bl (L STt Bt wewafi, 1 afies o withewalE SiTs woR Bl (2 S
TEleweTs 34T TG 9] WChIS| Jatel aferst s uf wer 7 weshis| 7 Seler aTHn gat STk St e e W
1 74 Sgfet THICTS ST TEEh ITaTe Tt T e forg i, it amiers ffagden sefet dam weg g 0 5w
e gt Sferd et Bt ufersr st weieR St we antar et 18w arars, st fot, wer-AiEHTEn SrTHeRR eargas
Sefeh! STTEeRT At Ry ar ferdt wefvrem wwiaeRy sify SR (7 fodfter St arfeeEad fofeEshl draeESTe S o
FEL Fie Al S 8 QAT SV T AT, FHIAT Tiee U3 A Ssarall St wFhs| 79 Fgter r=gehT
THHT, TR SHT WHIEEAT Hed T SIS Il STHICATS IM(-<Tohl AT T-3aRH T gl

HYMN: On Christmas Night All Christians Sing LSB 377 (choir sings stanzas 1 & 3)

Choir:

On Christmas night all Christians sing
To hear the news the angels bring,

On Christmas night all Christians sing
To hear the news the angels bring,
News of great joy, news of great mirth,
News of our merciful King's birth.

Then why should men on earth be so sad,
Since our Redeemer made us glad,

Then why should men on earth be so sad,
Since our Redeemer made us glad,

When from our sin He set us free,

All for to gain our liberty?

Choir:

When sin departs before His grace,
Then life and health come in its place,
When sin departs before His grace,
Then life and health come in its place;
Angels and men with joy may sing,
All for to see the newborn King.

All out of darkness we have light,
Which made the angels sing this night,
All out of darkness we have light,
Which made the angels sing this night:
"Glory to God and peace to men

Now and forevermore. Amen."

HOMILY The Wait is Almost Over



OFFERING Waiting for name of song (Sung by the Nepalese Choir )

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Dear Father in heaven, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ.

Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may wait with sure confidence
behold Him when He comes to be our Judge;

Amen.

CHILDREN’S PRESENTATION (Nepali Sunday School children)

FAITH FULFILLED

Reading: Luke 1:26-38 @@ 1:26-38 (annunciation of Mary)

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee

named Nazareth, 2" to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 2 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored
one, the Lord is with you!” 2° But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern
what sort of greeting this might be. *° And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. 3! And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,

and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 3 and he will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” ** And Mary said to the angel,
“How will this be, since I am a virgin?”” % And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be called holy—the Son of God. 3¢ And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called

barren. 3’ For nothing will be impossible with God.” 3 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
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HYMN: Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming LSB 359

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming

As prophets long have sung,

It came, a flow'ret bright,
Amid the cold of winter,

When half-spent was the night.

Isaiah "twas foretold it,

The rose | have in mind;

With Mary we behold it,

The virgin mother kind.

To show God's love aright,

She bore to us a Savior,

When half-spent was the night.

This flow'r, whose fragrance tender
With sweetness fills the air,

Dispels with glorious splendor

The darkness ev'rywhere.

True man, yet very God,

From sin and death he saves us
And lightens ev'ry load.

O Savior, child of Mary,

Who felt our human woe;

O Savior, King of glory,

Who dost our weakness know:
Bring us at length we pray

To the bright courts of heaven,
And to the endless day.

HOPE FULFILLED (Read by Ratna)

Reading: Luke 2:1-7 == 2:1-7 (Birth of Jesus)

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should

be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.  And all
went to be registered, each to his own town. # And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of
the house and lineage of David, °to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with

child.  And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. ” And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.
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CHOIR: Sing Lullaby

REJOICING FULFILLED

Reading: Luke 2:8-14 <= 2:8-14 (Angels)

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. ° And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were filled with great fear. 1° And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. '* For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. > And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” ** And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, * “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
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CHOIR: While By My Sheep

GRATITUDE FULFILLED

Reading: Luke 2:15-20 == 2:15-20 (Shepherds)

1>When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” ¥ And they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. ¥ And when they saw it,
they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. ¥ And all who heard it
wondered at what the shepherds told them. * But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in
her heart. ° And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.
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HYMN: Go Tell It on the Mountain LSB 388

Refrain:

Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and ev'rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching
O'er silent flocks by night,

Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light. [Refrain]

The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo, above the earth

Rang out the angel chorus

That hailed our Savior's birth. [Refrain]

Down in a lonely manger

The humble Christ was born;

And God set us salvation

That blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain]

LOVE FULFILLED (Read by Nabin)

Reading: 1 John 4:7-9; John 3:16-17 1 =&~ 4:7-9;5&= 3:16-17 (God’s love in Christ)

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God
and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. ° In this
the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that
we might live through him. 6 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 1’ For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
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(Lighting of parishioners’ candles)



HYMN: Silent Night LSB 363 (verse 2 sung only by Nepalese)

Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright

Round yon virgin mother and child.

Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior is born!
Christ, the Savior is born!

Silent night, holy night!

Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
Amen.

POSTLUDE: In Dulci Jubilo

EHREIRERIEIR]

forvaht T8 ARURR

foTe M3wT v 37EdR,

(srercrem wTETET) R

shaant-mai raat, shaant-mai raat,
yeshu khrisT kripaa-naath
bisha-kaa sarva-shresTh taaranahaar
li-i goThai-maa sat aw'taar,
(bethlehem shahar-maa) 2

"I T, IM-aHT T,

EEERRIC IR

ST GraT ST B,

ST ST I B,

(I3 B 3T ARE) R

shaant-mai raat, shaant-mai raat,
jai-jai gaaun dut-gaN-saath
baalak sundar janmekaa chan
baalak ishwor-kaa putra hun,
(yeshu ho unko naaun) 2

=AY T, IMHT Td,

] TiE g,

T TarfeRg ST

arft HTfEeRT @IS

(wamTa T IE) R

shaant-mai raat, shaant-mai raat,
yeshu KhrisT harsa-saath

aaye sworg-dekhi jagat-maa
paapi maanis-ko khoji-maa
(swaagat garaun un-laai) 2
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