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AS WE GATHER
At the beginning of the Church Year, many sang the hymn “Love Came
Down at Christmas.” Indeed, the Bible says, “God so loved the world,
that He gave His only Son” (John 3:16). It is only on Good Friday,
however, that we discover the depth and power of God’s love in the cross
of the Lord’s death. And so it was that ever since the beginning of His
earthly ministry, after His Baptism, we are given clear hints about the
true nature of God’s love. Initially people marveled at Jesus’ preaching
and miraculous healings. Yet not only did the crowds quickly reject our
Lord, but Satan also was actively opposing Him from the beginning. The
love of God is the power of God to defeat Satan and free the world from
the grip of sin and death. The standard of love is the cross of Christ. In
today’s Epistle, Paul describes love in and through Christ. Substitute
“Christ” for “love” and you get, “Christ is patient and kind; Christ does
not envy or boast; . . . Christ rejoices with the truth.” This love of Christ
is given to us and through us. “Faith, hope, and love abide, these three;
but the greatest of these” is the cross of Christ!

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME GUESTS
We’re glad you are here!  Make it a point to introduce yourself to

the pastor.  Please take time to fill out an attendance card and drop it in
the basket during the offering. . Our service today includes the

celebration of God’s presence, as He comes in the true body and blood of
Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Any who are not yet
instructed or who hold a confession differing from that of this

congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, are asked
to refrain from receiving the sacrament until they have spoken with the

pastor. Please consider liking us on Facebook (St. Johns Lutheran Church
– St. Louis City) and checking out our website

(https://stjohnslutheranstlouis.org/).
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 PREPARATION 

HYMN Jesus Has Come And Brings Pleasure       LSB 533

Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal
Alpha, Omega, Beginning and End;
God-head, humanity, union supernal,
O great Redeemer, You come as our friend!
Heaven and earth, now proclaim this great wonder:
Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal!

Jesus has come! Now see bonds rent asunder!
Fetters of death now dissolve, disappear.
See Him burst through with a voice as of thunder!
He sets us free from our guilt and our fear,
Lifts us from shame to the place of His honor.
Jesus has come! Hear the roll of God’s thunder!

Jesus has come as the mighty Redeemer.
See now the threatening strong one disarmed!
Jesus breaks down all the walls of death’s fortress,
Brings forth the prisn’rs triumphant, unharmed.
Satan, you wicked one, own now your master!
Jesus has come! He, the mighty Redeemer!

Jesus has come as the King of all glory!
Heaven and earth, O declare His great pow’r,
Capturing hearts with the heavenly story;
Welcome Him now in this fast-fleeting hour!
Ponder His love! Take the crown He has for you!
Jesus has come! He, the King of all glory!

INVOCATION
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In the name of the Father and of the✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES John 1:10–12
Jesus Christ was in the world, and the world was made through
Him,
yet the world did not know Him.
He came to His own,
and His own people did not receive Him.
But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name,
He gave the right to become children of God.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION John 1:14
God has come to us to make us His own children. Let us confess
our sins of unbelief that He may give us faith to receive Him and
His love.
O God, we confess that we have ignored Your voice and Spirit
by choosing to go our own way. Without You, we are lost and
confused and without hope. Without You, we do not know love.
Come now to us and forgive our waywardness and weakness.
Give us Your gifts of faith, hope, and love. Receive us again
into the family of Your redeemed. Amen.
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
truth. In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the✠
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

WORD

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS… Glory to God in the Highest        LSB 204

To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth;
Good-will from God in heaven
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Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless You, Father;
Your holy name, we sing-
Our thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, our heavenly King.

To You, O sole begotten,
The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,
You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us , Jesus;
Receive our heart-felt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated
At God’s right hand on high.

For you a-lone are holy;
You only are the Lord,
For-ever and for-ever,
Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit
Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory.
“Amen!” our glad re-ply.

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers
that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and
protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all
temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
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and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

MEMORIZED WORD 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
Isaiah 7:14

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 1:4–10, 17-19
4Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 5“Before I formed
you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I
consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 6Then I
said, “Ah, Lord God! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am
only a youth.” 7But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a
youth’; for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, and whatever I
command you, you shall speak. 8Do not be afraid of them, for I am
with you to deliver you, declares the Lord.” 9Then the Lord put out
his hand and touched my mouth. And the Lord said to me,
“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 10See, I have set you
this day over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to break
down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.”….17But
you, dress yourself for work; arise, and say to them everything that
I command you. Do not be dismayed by them, lest I dismay you
before them. 18And I, behold, I make you this day a fortified city,
an iron pillar, and bronze walls, against the whole land, against the
kings of Judah, its officials, its priests, and the people of the
land. 19They will fight against you, but they shall not prevail
against you, for I am with you, declares the Lord, to deliver you.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8
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Praise the LORD, all * nations!
Extol Him, all * peoples!
For great is His steadfast * love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for * ever.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory * due His name;
bring an offering, and come in * to His courts!

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 12:31b–13:13
I will show you a still more excellent way. 1If I speak in the
tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong
or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith,
so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I
give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but
have not love, I gain nothing. 4Love is patient and kind; love does
not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice at
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7Love bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8Love never
ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they
will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in
part and we prophesy in part, 10but when the perfect comes, the
partial will pass away. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man,
I gave up childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror dimly, but
then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even
as I have been fully known. 13So now faith, hope, and love abide,
these three; but the greatest of these is love.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 205 John 20:31 (sung)
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Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 4:31–44
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

31[Jesus] went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was
teaching them on the Sabbath, 32and they were astonished at his
teaching, for his word possessed authority. 33And in the synagogue
there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he
cried out with a loud voice,  34“Ha! What have you to do with us,
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you
are—the Holy One of God.” 35But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be
silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him
down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no
harm. 36And they were all amazed and said to one another, “What
is this word? For with authority and power he commands the
unclean spirits, and they come out!” 37And reports about him went
out into every place in the surrounding region. 38And he arose and
left the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s
mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to him
on her behalf. 39And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it
left her, and immediately she rose and began to serve them. 40Now
when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick
with various diseases brought them to him, and he laid his hands
on every one of them and healed them. 41And demons also came
out of many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked
them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that
he was the Christ. 42And when it was day, he departed and went
into a desolate place. And the people sought him and came to him,
and would have kept him from leaving them, 43but he said to them,
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“I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other
towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” 44And he was
preaching in the synagogues of Judea.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN Son of God, eternal Savior     LSB 842

Son of God, eternal Savior,
Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
Hallows all our human race,
You our Head, who, throned in glory,
For Your own will ever plead:
Fill us with Your love and pity,
Heal our wrongs, and help our need.

As You, Lord, have lived for others,
So may we for others live.
Freely have Your gifts been granted;
Freely may Your servants give.
Yours the gold and Yours the silver,
Yours the wealth of land and sea;
We but stewards of Your bounty
Held in solemn trust will be.

Come, O Christ, and reign among us,
King of Love and Prince of Peace;
Hush the storm of strife and passion,
Bid its cruel discords cease.
By Your patient years of toiling,
By Your silent hours of pain,
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Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
Stem our selfish greed of gain.

Son of God, eternal Savior,
Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
Hallows all our human race:
By your praying, by Your willing,
That Your people should be one,
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition;
Here on earth Your will be done.

SERMON

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits
at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
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Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen. 

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
O God of love, thanks and praise be to You for sending Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to open Your kingdom by means
of His love and deliverance and glory on the cross.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Greater love has no one than this. Work in us, Your children, the
gift of Your love, that we be enabled to endure the struggles of
faith and hope and to reflect Your true glory all our days.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Establish Your whole Church and this congregation to be walking
and serving together in love for You and love toward one another
and the world, that many come to the knowledge of Your truth and
salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give all agencies dedicated to the service of helping and healing
people the freedom to do their good works for the support of all
people. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Hear also now our prayers for all who are sick or hospitalized, the
injured and the lonely. (Including …) Grant that Your healing love
be administered faithfully by the medical professionals and those
who supply the needy in any way. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

SACRAMENT
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PREFACE
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.    
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.            
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been
hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made
known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the
substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of
Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS LSB 208
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heaven and earth with full acclaim 
shout the glory of Your Name.
Sing Hosanna in the highest,
Sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes 
In the name of the Lord!

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His
body and blood.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: Take, eat; this is My † body, which is given for
you.  This do in remembrance of Me.  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My † blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

PAX DOMINI
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI  (Lamb of God) LSB 210
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,
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And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
Take My Life and Let It Be    LSB 783
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence     LSB 621

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we
thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but
always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we
may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.
Amen.  

HYMN In God, My Faithful God   LSB 745

In God, my faithful God,
I trust when dark my road;
Great woes may overtake me,
Yet He will not forsake me.
My troubles He can alter;
His hand lets nothing falter.

My sins fill me with care,
Yet I will not despair.
I build on Christ, who loves me;
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From this rock nothing moves me.
To Him I will surrender,
To Him, my soul's defender.

If death my portion be,
It brings great gain to me;
It speeds my life's endeavor
To live with Christ forever.
He gives me joy in sorrow,
Come death now or tomorrow.

O Jesus Christ, my Lord,
So meek in deed and word,
You suffered death to save us
Because Your love would have us
Be heirs of heav'nly gladness
When ends this life of sadness.

"So be it," then, I say
With all my heart each day.
Dear Lord, we all adore You,
We sing for joy before You.
Guide us while here we wander
Until we praise You yonder.

Preacher                     Dan Reh
Liturgist                     Pastor Michael Tanney 
Lector                         Allen Dass 
Elders           Al Bohannon & Earl Welch
Organist           Suzanne Manelli
Ushers                        William Gebhart, and Roger Schmidt
Children’s Message Pastor Michael Tanney 
Acolytes           Tra-Mi and Thao-Vy 
Greeter           Roger Schmidt
Worship Screen         Tra-Mi and Thao-Vy
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Bible Class                 Sam Shick
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