In View ot God’s Mercy

Ash Wednesday: Mercy in Ashes



St. Johns Lutheran Church St. Louis, Missouri
Ash Wednesday March 2nd, 2022
In View of God’s Mercy: Mercy in Ashes

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow
to anger and abounding in steadfast love. Joel 2:13
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INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen. 3TA

Return to the Lord your God

Christ, I come. TISC, 7 3-TI3T§I

Behold his miracle of mercy.

Christ, I come. TISC, 7 ml

Receive his gift of grace.

Christ, I come. TsC, 7 BTBUTQE |

Abide in his steadfast love.

Christ, I come. ®ISC, # 3-TI?>UT3»"I

Rest in his unfailing falthfulness‘

Christ, I come. TISC, 7 3-TI3T§I

HYMN Today Your Mercy Calls Us LSB 915

Today Your mercy calls us

To wash away our sin.

However great our trespass,
Whatever we have been,
However long from mercy

Our hearts have turned away,
Your precious blood can wash us



And make us clean today.

Today Your gate is open,

And all who enter in

Shall find a Father's welcome
And pardon for their sin.
The past shall be forgotten,
A present joy be giv'n,

A future grace be promised,
A glorious crown in heav'n.

Today our Father calls us;

The Holy Spirit waits;

His blessed angels gather
Around the heav'nly gates.

No question will be asked us
How often we have come;
Although we oft have wandered,
It is our Father's home.

O all-embracing Mercy,

O ever-open Door,

What should we do without You
When heart and eye run o'er?
When all things seem against us,
To drive us to despair,

We know one gate is open,

One ear will hear our prayer.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend
your hearts and not your garments” (Joel 2:12-13).
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As our Lord summons us to return to him with repentant hearts, we
confess our sins and sorrow over them.

Almighty God, we are unclean before you. We are marred and
marked by the filth of sin. We have turned away from you by
disobeying your commandments. We have rebelled against you
by seeking our own way rather than following your will.
Forgive us.

We cry out to you for mercy.

HYMN Kjyrie - IT (Lord, Have Mercy) LSB 944

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
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(Please silently reflect on the fact that though our sin is great,
God's mercy is greater.)

Hear the good news! God’s Word declares that “he is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love” (Joel
2:13).
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In the mercy of Almighty God, his Son Jesus was given to die for
you to remove the stain of your sin. For Christ’s sake God forgives
you all your sin and renews a right spirit within you. His mercy
endures forever because his love for you is steadfast.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and everlasting God, as we begin our Lenten pilgrimage,
we do so in a spirit of repentance. We are sinful and depend
completely upon your mercy. Strengthen us by your Holy Spirit so
that we might follow you in paths of righteousness. We pray
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING ... Joel 2:12-18 3Tel 2:12-18
“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend
your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the Lord your God,
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. Who knows whether he
will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain
offering and a drink offering for the Lord your God? Blow the
trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather
the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders;
gather the children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave
his room, and the bride her chamber. Between the vestibule and the
altar let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep and say, “Spare
your people, O Lord, and make not your heritage a reproach, a
byword among the nations. Why should they say among the
peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” Then the Lord became jealous for
his land and had pity on his people.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING ... Jonah 3: 4-6 31T 3:4-6
* Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he
called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” ?
And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast
and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of
them. © The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from
his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and
sat in ashes.
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EPISTLE READING ... 1 John 1:8-9 1 ggoail 1:8-9

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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SERMON

OFFERING

PRAYERS

Almighty and merciful God, we approach your throne of grace
today as sinners who require your cleansing.

Lord, have mercy. Parmeshur le kripa garun

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love,
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Lord, have mercy. Parmeshur le kripa garun

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my
sin.

Lord, have mercy. Parmeshur le kripa garun

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be
whiter than snow.

Lord, have mercy. Parmeshur le kripa garun
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Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
Lord, have mercy. Parmeshur le kripa garun

Psalm 51:10-12 HSTTE3IE 51:10-12

(First spoken in English then Nepali)

' Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me. "' Cast me not away from your presence, and take

not your Holy Spirit from me. '* Restore to me the joy of your
salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.
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Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return
to you.

Lord, grant me your grace both to will and to do what pleases
you.

All these things we pray in the name of Jesus, who cleanses us
from all unrighteousness.

Amen.

SACRAMENT

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You,
O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as
He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You



alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

You Are My All In All (English and Nepalese together)

You are my strength when I am weak,
You are the Treasure that I seek,

You are my All in All

Seeking You as a precious jewel,
Lord to give up I’d be a fool.

You are my All in All
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Jesus Lamb of God,
Worthy is Your name.
Jesus, Lamb of God,
Worthy is Your name.

Y2 ST YAT J1TY TUTShT oATH * 3

Taking my sin, my cross, my shame,
rising again I bless Your name.

You are my All in All

When I fall down, You pick me up
When I am dry You fill my cup

You are my All in All

A 979, 1T T HY 3818
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Jesus Lamb of God,
Worthy is Your name.
Jesus, Lamb of God,
Worthy is Your name.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(spoken first in English, then Nepali)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.

1 IR 11:23-25
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My 1 blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Ashes have been a sign of repentance and contrition over the
centuries. They are a visible reminder that we are totally dependent
on the grace of God, for we are only dust, and to dust we shall
return.

TIET 9ATATIRT ohd HTH S

Those desiring ashes come forward as directed. As he makes the
sign of the cross with the ashes, the pastor reminds the penitent,

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
Genesis 3:19

For TS IaAT3eT ATele! 99T IR FAT T o7 el 7t ot
R AT Aot 1” 3cafa 3:19

2

The penitent responds, “Amen.
And continues to the Lord’s Table to receive His body and blood.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Mamaa Shuddha Ridaye Srijnos (Create In Me A Clean Heart) -
Sung in Nepalese

HATYCH g& g i, T8]
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ma-maa shuddha ridai sr1-Jan0s prabhu
satye aatmaa punar-jivit paar-nos
ma-maa shuddha ridai sri-janos, prabhu
satye aatmaa punar-jivit paar-nos

~
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ma-laai tapaain-ko saam'nne-baaTa
na-nikaal-nuhos,
pavitra aatmaa ma-baaTa na-laijaa-nos

Hircen! 3HZT Hells B e
qumﬁﬁamaﬁ
H—Jaﬂwqmﬁﬁam

mukti-ko urnanga ma-laai feri dinuhos
satye aatmaa punar-jivit paarnos
satye aatmaa punar-jivit paarnos

SONG Create in Me a Clean Heart - Sung in English

Create in me a clean heart oh God and renew a right spirit
within me.

Create in me a clean heart oh God and renew a right spirit
within me.

Cast me not away from thy presence, O Lord, and take not thy
Holy Spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and renew a right
spirit within me.

LORD’S PRAYER (Said together with Nepalese)

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

8ol FHeT3T3TTehT TTeiaT (el €:3-23)

12



& g1 R, S TaeTAT 968, duiSen! a3 afaa g1 |
TS T T3, TSR STOT TIIAT TEAT © I TH
AT &4
mmm%ﬁmsﬂmﬁﬂmlmmm

B4,

mmﬁmmmwaﬂm

qﬂmqﬁaﬁa@q

X csedTe adsdsu-ll fohreT97eY U5, WRIshd T ATRHT HGrHAET
gl

nfAa”

BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ¥ give you peace.
Amen.
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HYMN Amazing Grace LSB 744 V. 1-3 (sung together)

Amazing grace--how sweet the sound--
That saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see!
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baaiicyo tuccha praaN mero
haraa-yeko thiyen aba pai-yeko chu
andho dekhne bhayeri.

The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;

He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.
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anugrah-le ishwor-ko bhaye
anugrah-le shaanti

kasto amulye swaad anugrah-ko
jaba vishwaas garen.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;

His grace has brought me safe thus far,
His grace will lead me home.
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anekaun jokhim parikchyaa

bhayera aai-pugen

yahaan-samma lyaaune tyo anugrah-le
pugne-chu sworga mai.

Preacher Sam Shick
Liturgist Pastor Michael Tanney
Lector Dan Reh
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Ushers William Gebhart and Roger Schmidt
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