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AS WE GATHER
All other meals have definite limitations and rarely accomplish what they
should.  Not long ago my mother took my wife and me out to a beautiful
place to eat, including grandchildren and great-grandchildren. We had a
tasty German style meal. One of the problems is that all those nice meals
are very limited in what they can do.  They take away hunger and
provide an occasion for fellowship for a brief period of time.  However,
we're going to look at a Meal served regularly in this church.  It’s very
different from any meal you would buy at a nice restaurant.  It’s a Meal
that has been prepared by God, by the entire Trinity.  It is a Meal which
we do not pay for.  Mom had to pay for the meal.  Every meal has to be
paid for.  The heavenly Meal, the Lord’s Supper, is no exception, but this
time the price was too high for you or any of your family or friends. In
fact, the price was so high that God, Himself, had to make special
arrangements for the payment.  What did He pay? He had to nail His
only Son to the cross of Calvary.  It’s a moving story. Baptism, which we
had focused on last month, is observed once and then we carry its truths
and joys with us.  The Lord’s Supper is to be commemorated frequently,
to be served again and again, until one day we get to heaven and sit down
at the table that is set by the Lord Himself, and He will serve us. Until
then He comes down to earth and presents this special meal to us.  We
have an exciting theme - When Love Broke Through - The Gift of Grace,
one that has eternal implications.

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME GUESTS
We’re glad you are here!  Make it a point to introduce yourself to
the pastor.  Please take time to fill out an attendance card and drop

it in the basket during the offering. Please consider liking us on
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Facebook (St. Johns Lutheran Church – St. Louis City) and
checking out our website (https://stjohnslutheranstlouis.org/).

PREPARATION

HYMN O Lord, We Praise Thee LSB 617

O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,
In thanksgiving bow before Thee.
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish
Our weak souls that they may flourish:
O Lord, have mercy!
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary,
That our sins and sorrows did carry,
And Thy blood for us plead
In all Trial, fear, and need: O Lord, have mercy!

Thy holy body in to death was given,
Life to win for us in heaven.
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;
May this feast there of remind us!
O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me.
All our debt Thou hast paid;
Peace with God once more is made: O Lord, have mercy!

May God bestow on us His grace and favor
That we follow Christ our Savior
And live together here in love and union
Nor despise this blest Communion!
O Lord, have mercy!
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us;
Grant that heav’nly minded He make us;
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see
Days of peace and unity: O Lord, have mercy!

INVOCATION
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In the name of the Father and of the✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Luke 12:32
Let us go to our gracious God, confessing our sins, trusting Him
for grace and forgiveness.
We confess, heavenly Father, that we have sinned against You
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
Forgive us for Jesus’ sake, strengthen our faith, and focus our
hearts on Your kingdom, the inheritance He won for us in His
death and resurrection.
“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and
by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

WORD

KYRIE        LSB 168 (Sung)
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST LSB 170(Sung)
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as
Your people who offer acceptable service.
Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way
that leads to eternal life;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

MEMORIZED WORD
I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In
the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have
overcome the world.” John 16:33

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 12:1-14
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This
month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first
month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that
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on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb
according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household.
4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his
nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons;
according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the
lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You
may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6 and you shall keep
it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly
of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 7

“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They
shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened
bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or
boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner
parts. 10 And you shall let none of it remain until the morning;
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 In this
manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on
your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste.
It is the Lord's Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of
Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will
execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13 The blood shall be a sign for
you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will
pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I
strike the land of Egypt. 14 “This day shall be for you a memorial
day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your
generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Hebrews 11:1–16
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen. 2For by it the people of old received their
commendation. 3By faith we understand that the universe was
created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out
of things that are visible. 4By faith Abel offered to God a more
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acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended
as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts.
And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5By faith
Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not
found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he
was commended as having pleased God. 6And without faith it is
impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek
him. 7By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as
yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his
household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of
the righteousness that comes by faith. 8By faith Abraham obeyed
when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was
going. 9By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a
foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of
the same promise. 10For he was looking forward to the city that has
foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 11By faith Sarah
herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the
age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 
12Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born
descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 13These all died in
faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen
them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that
they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14For people who speak
thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had
been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they
would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE Luke 12:32
Alleluia. Fear not, little flock,
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for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 22: 7-20
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the Twenty-second
chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover
lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying,
“Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it.” 9 They
said to him, “Where will you have us prepare it?” 10 He said to
them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a
jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters
11 and tell the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you,
Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my
disciples?’ 12 And he will show you a large upper room furnished;
prepare it there.” 13 And they went and found it just as he had told
them, and they prepared the Passover. 14 And when the hour came,
he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15 And he said to
them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before
I suffer. 16 For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the
kingdom of God.” 17 And he took a cup, and when he had given
thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 18 For I
tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine
until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This
is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This
cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY
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God Moves in a Mysterious Way LSB 765

God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm.

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
Faith sees a smiling face.

His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding ev'ry hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flow'r.

Blind unbelief is sure to err
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain.

You fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy and will break
In blessings on your head.

SERMON

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the
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dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen

OFFERING  

OFFERTORY LSB 176
What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the
name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O
Jerusalem.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Genesis 15:1; Psalm 33:22; Hebrews 11:1; Luke 12:22, 32
Let us pray:
Lord Jesus Christ, give us faith to trust in the words of Your
testament and so rightly receive the fruits of Your suffering and
death. Lord, hear our prayer.
Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we hope in You.
Through Your merit we be brought to rejoice in the marriage feast
of the Lamb, where You live and reign with the Father and the
Spirit forever.  Lord, hear our prayer.
Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we hope in You.
We pray for all people who do not have adequate food, clothing, or
shelter. Inspire caring individuals of our communities, nation, and
world so they may be Your instruments, O God, to provide what
their citizens and neighbors need for life. Through their actions,
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provide relief and calm the anxiety of the poor, dispossessed, and
lonely; Lord, hear our prayer.
Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we hope in You.
Grant us growth in faith and numbers, Lord Jesus, as we gather to
hear Your Word, celebrate the Sacraments, and love the people
around us. Wherever the Church is found on earth, raise up leaders
to proclaim the Gospel and faithful people to exhibit their faith in
Your promises and the inheritance You have promised.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we hope in You.
Heavenly Father, strengthen and support farmers awaiting harvest,
ranchers providing food and pasture for their flocks, shopkeepers
greeting clients, all who work from home, those in offices, and
those working in factories. Grant them a vision of their wider roles
to provide harvests, supplies, and products to meet the needs of
people they cannot see. Grant them a willingness to serve You by
faith as they use their talents and abilities together with so many
others. Lord, hear our prayer.
Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we hope in You.
O Father of mercies, comfort those who are sick, undergoing
surgery, near death, endure sufferings, feel alone or abandoned
(especially…) thank you for Your care and compassion for the sake
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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BENEDICTION  
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and✠ give you peace.    
Amen.

HYMN I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus LSB 725 (favorite)

I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.

I am trusting Thee for pardon;
At Thy feet I bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy
Trusting now.

I am trusting Thee for cleansing
In the crimson flood;
Trusting Thee to make me holy
By Thy blood.

I am trusting Thee to guide me;
Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev'ry day and hour supplying
All my need.

I am trusting Thee for power;
Thine can never fail.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me
Must prevail.

I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.
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