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AS WE GATHER
There are no outsiders in this place. Whether Jew or Gentile,
lifelong worshiper or newcomer, young or old, rich or poor—no
matter who you are or where you have come from—the promises
of God are for you! As you gather in this place, God offers His
grace to you through His living and active Word. Through the shed
blood of Jesus, His Son, our gracious Father includes you in His
everlasting kingdom. This inclusive kingdom is His Church, the
family He has claimed as His own, the people whom He has saved,
delivered, and called to Himself in Christ. So don’t stand on the
outside looking in! The King invites you! Come to the feast!

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME GUESTS
We’re glad you are here!  Make it a point to introduce yourself to
the pastor. Please take time to fill out an attendance card and drop
it in the basket during the offering. Please consider liking us on

Facebook (St. Johns Lutheran Church – St. Louis City) and
checking out our website (https://stjohnslutheranstlouis.org/). 

PREPARATION

HYMN When in the Hour of Deepest Need LSB 615

When in the hour of deepest need
We know not where to look for aid;
When days and nights of anxious thought
No help or counsel yet have brought.
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Then is our comfort this alone
That we may meet before Your throne;
To You, O faithful God, we cry
For rescue from our misery.

For You have promised, Lord, to heed
Your children's cries in time of need
Through Him whose name alone is great,
Our Savior and our advocate.

And so we come, O God, today
And all our woes before You lay;
For sorely tried, cast down, we stand,
Perplexed by fears on ev'ry hand.

O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face;
Absolve us through Your boundless grace.
Be with us in our anguish still;
Free us at last from ev'ry ill.

So we with all our hearts each day
To You our glad thanksgiving pay,
Then walk obedient to Your Word,
And now and ever praise You, Lord.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES TLH 46
Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
Make haste to help me, O Lord.
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit.
A broken and contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was written in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.
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CONFESSION
I confess, I’m a sinner, Forgive me Lord
I confess, my sins have offended you. Forgive me Lord,
I only deserve your just punishment. Forgive me Lord,
Forgive us Lord, for shallow thankfulness.
Forgive us Lord, for being selfish, with words that don’t match
our behavior.
Forgive us Lord, for not being mindful of a broken brother’s
needs.
Forgive us Lord, for the things we enjoy yet starve our souls.

(We take a moment of silence self-examination)

But… I’m sorry, I repent,
and I believe - That You are a God of grace and mercy, that
Jesus, Your Son died on the cross to save me from my sins. that
His blood washed away my sins. That you will forgive me, that
I will not perish with my sins and that I will have everlasting
life.
Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness
but God's?
Yes.
As you believe, even so may it be unto you.

ABSOLUTION TLH 48
Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Ghost. God be merciful to you and
strengthen your faith.
Amen.
Absolution is the ongoing work of Holy Baptism, in which our old,
sinful nature in Adam is drowned and the new man in Christ arises.
Through Holy Absolution we receive “the gift of God,” which is
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forgiveness of sins and “eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(Romans 6:23)
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He
will surely do it. Deliverance has come to you! Salvation is yours!
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

✠WORD✠

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS…Glory to God in the Highest LSB 187
Glory be to God on high:
and on earth, peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have
mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
We give thanks and praise to You, O God, for making Your house a
place of prayer for all peoples.
You have blessed us with Your grace and salvation!
Through the Gospel, make us voices of invitation to all people
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that with us they may serve You with joy and gladness all our
days.
We pray this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

MEMORIZED WORD 
20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that
we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20-21

OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 51
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I
know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 4 Against
you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are right in your verdict and justified when you judge.
5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother
conceived me. 6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb;
you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 7 Cleanse me with
hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than
snow. 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have
crushed rejoice. 9 Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my
iniquity. 10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast
spirit within me. 11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your
Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation and
grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 13 Then I will teach
transgressors your ways, so that sinners will turn back to you.
14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, you who are
God my Savior, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.
15 Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare your praise.
16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not
take pleasure in burnt offerings. 17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken
spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise.
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18 May it please you to prosper Zion, to build up the walls of
Jerusalem. 19 Then you will delight in the sacrifices of the
righteous, in burnt offerings offered whole; then bulls will be
offered on your altar.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.

Fear the Lord, * you His saints,
for those who fear Him lack * nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the * righteous,
but the Lord delivers him out * of them all.

EPISTLE Romans 6:3-11
3Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with
him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may
live a new life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death
like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection
like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so
that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should
no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has
been set free from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with him. 9 For we know that since Christ was
raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has
mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for
all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in
Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE Psalm 147:2–3
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Alleluia. The LORD builds up Jerusalem; He gathers the outcasts of
Israel.
He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.
Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL John 20: 19-23
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors
being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold
forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY “As Surely as I Live,” God Said LSB 614

"As surely as I live," God said,
"I would not see the sinner dead.
I want him turned from error’s ways,
Repentant, living endless days."

And so our Lord gave this command:
"Go forth and preach in ev'ry land;
Bestow on all My pard'ning grace
Who will repent and mend their ways.
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"All those whose sins you thus remit
I truly pardon and acquit,
And those whose sins you will retain
Condemned and guilty shall remain.

"What you will bind, that bound shall be;
What you will loose, that shall be free;
To My dear Church the keys are giv'n
To open, close the gates of heav'n."

The words which absolution give
Are His who died that we might live;
The minister whom Christ has sent
Is but His humble instrument.

When ministers lay on their hands,
Absolved by Christ the sinner stands;
He who by grace the Word believes
The purchase of His blood receives.

All praise to You, O Christ, shall be
For absolution full and free,
In which You show Your richest grace;
From false indulgence guard our race.

Stand
Praise God the Father and the Son
And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
As was, is now, and so shall be
World without end, eternally!

SERMON

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth.
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And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen

OFFERING

OFFERTORY LSB 192
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, 
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, 
and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray:
Creator and sustainer of life. From the womb to the tomb, and at
every stage of life, Your hand is upon Your own, giving us all that
we need to support our daily lives. United as one, we praise You, O
Father. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Savior and redeemer of life. Your nail-scarred hands and pierced
side give evidence of the lengths to which You have journeyed in
order to seek and save the lost. Made right with You by the
shedding of Your innocent blood, we are recipients of what we
could never earn nor deserve. United as one, we praise You,
Lord Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy,
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hear our prayer.
Holy Spirit, we praise You as the restorer and renewer of life. You
claim Your family through the outpouring of mercy that we
experience in Holy Baptism. You enable our hearts to receive Your
Word and our mouths to confess Your truth before our world.
United as one, we praise You, Holy Spirit. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sovereign Lord, bless our families, our workplaces, our schools,
and our church. Sustain the life of our community, and guide the
leaders who labor among us for the blessing of all. Protect those in
harm’s way, especially the members of our military, that they may
rest in Your promises. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Almighty Father, break down any barrier of heart and mind that
would distract us from seeing Your work in our midst. Draw unto
Yourself for restoration those who hunger and thirst, those in need
of food and shelter, those who experience loss of employment, and
all who struggle to find purpose in their lives.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Healing Physician, You stooped down from Your heavenly throne
to dwell among us in Christ. As You continue to bind up the
brokenhearted and heal their wounds, we pray for all who are sick
and suffering in any way, [especially . . .]. Help these and all others
whom we name in our hearts to know the love You have for all
peoples. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into Your hands we commend ourselves and all those for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
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into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and✠ give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN Chief of Sinners Though I Be LSB 611

Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed His blood for me.
Died that I might live on high,
Lived that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine,
I am His and He is mine.

Oh, the height of Jesus' love,
Higher than the heav'ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea,
Lasting as eternity!
Love that found me--wondrous thought!
Found me when I sought Him not.

Only Jesus can impart
Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv'n,
Joy that lifts the soul to heav'n.
Faith and hope to walk with God
In the way that Enoch trod.

Chief of sinners though I be,
Christ is all in all to me.
All my wants to Him are known,
All my sorrows are His own.
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He sustains the hidden life
Safe with Him from earthly strife.

O my Savior, help afford
By Your Spirit and Your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply
While I live and when I die.
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